June 7, 2005

More now than ever, we must all
take a proactive stance against views
that promote racial, religious and eth-
nic intolerance. America’s past is cer-
tainly imperfect. However, the lessons
of the past remind us that through
these imperfections we were able to
unite and build alliances that pro-
moted a stronger and wiser nation. I
now call upon the International com-
munity to also build alliances and word
for peace by actively condemning the
increasing culture of anti-Semitic
views and religious intolerance.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, today the
House of Representatives voted to urge
the United Nations to take bold action
against anti-Semitism and anti-Israel
sentiment. I commend my colleagues
for keeping the U.N.’s feet to the fire
on an issue of such great importance.
And I thank Congresswoman ROS-
LEHTINEN for introducing this bill and
for her continued vigilance in support
of America’s greatest ally in the Mid-
dle BEast.

The U.N. is supposed to be a neutral
authority working towards global
unity. But in fact, it has helped the en-
emies of Israel internationalize their
war against the Jewish state.

Many people know about the 1975
U.N. resolution equating Zionism with
racism. Sadly, that is only 1 of the 322
resolutions condemning Israel that the
U.N. has passed since 1948.

The U.N. issued Resolution 476 in 1980
declaring Israel’s claim to Jerusalem
“null and void.” It passed Resolution
487 in 1981 to ‘‘strongly condemn”’
Israel for its attack on Iraq’s nuclear
facility. And in 2003, the U.N. con-
demned Israel for building its security
fences. These are the same fences that
have cut suicide bombings by 75% and
Israeli fatalities by 55%.

The U.N. is routinely silent on deadly
suicide attacks—like the Hamas Pass-
over massacre that killed 30 people at
an Israeli hotel. But it will loudly con-
demn Israel for its military response to
such terror. Remarkably, the U.N.’s
balance sheet defends countries like
Lebanon, Iraq, and Syria, while attack-
ing Israel as a regional aggressor.

This imbalance is unreasonable. But
it is hardly the U.N.’s worst masquer-
ading. The U.N. pretends to give a
voice to all countries. But when it
comes to offering countries a seat on
the Security Council, only Israel is
barred.

And while 4 of the 7 stage sponsors of
terror—Cuba, Libya, Sudan, and
Syria—are members of the U.N. Human
Rights Commission, Israel cannot even
be a candidate. The commission spends
26% of its resolutions condemning
Israel, yet Israel doesn’t even have a
forum to respond.

The news gets worse. The U.N. has
decided that its Commission on Human
Rights is good enough for all the
world’s refugees, except the Palestin-
ians. They get their own organization—
the TU.N. Relief Works Agency
(UNRWA).

And instead of being resettled like
the rest of the world’s 20 million refu-
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gees, the Palestinians are Kkept in
camps. It is no surprise that the result
has been a breeding ground for vio-
lence. More than 48 terrorist operatives
have been educated in UNRWA schools.
And this past January, the head of
UNRWA acknowledged that members
of Hamas are on his payroll. Since 1950,
UNRWA has been bad for Israelis and
Palestinians alike, and it is time the
U.N. took responsibility for solving the
problem.

Earlier this year, Kofi Annan made a
move towards accountability by pub-
licly outlining a series of proposed U.N.
reforms. Some of the suggested shake-
ups of discredited U.N. bodies like the
Human Rights Commission are steps in
the right direction. But it is hard to
trust a Secretary General who spent
part of a trip to the Middle East plac-
ing a wreath on Yasser Arafat’s grave.
And even harder to overlook 50 years of
U.N. antagonism against Israel.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Res. 282, which expresses the sense of
the House of Representatives regarding mani-
festations of anti-Semitism by United Nations
member states and urges action against anti-
Semitism by United Nations officials, United
Nations member states, and the Government
of the United States.

As we commemorate the invasion of Nor-
mandy this week, it is important to remember
that the evil the world was fighting then per-
sists today. Recent accounts of anti-Semitic
assaults are reminiscent of those encountered
before and during World War Il. In the suburbs
of Antwerp, Belgium, four youths were as-
saulted on their way home from their Jewish
school by a group of men yelling anti-Semitic
insults. One of the students was stabbed and
seriously injured. In Toulon, France a syna-
gogue and a community center were set on
fire. In Dusseldorf, Germany, an ancient Jew-
ish cemetery was desecrated with swastikas
and SS symbols. In the United Kingdom, a
Jewish woman was beaten severely by three
of her neighbors because her mail was written
in Hebrew, and they suspected her of being
Israeli.

The United Nations and the international
community must act swiftly and address this
immediate threat. The United Nations and
world leaders must shake themselves out of
indifference and rise above political consider-
ations that have blinded them to the mag-
nitude of rising anti-Semitic assaults. The
international community must remember its
commitment to prevent a recurrence of horrors
the world witnessed 60 years ago and take
meaningful actions to combat this rise in anti-
Semitism.

In the last few years, the United Nations
and Secretary General Kofi Annan have
begun to formally recognize and address this
rise in anti-Semitism. Just last year, the United
Nations sponsored a conference on anti-Semi-
tism and for the first time the United Nations
General Assembly’s Third Committee adopted
a resolution that condemns anti-Semitism.

Although these recent actions by the United
Nations are positive steps, | believe that the
United Nations must do more to combat this
evil. The United Nations should first begin
within its own organization and end the prac-
tice of tolerating hateful rhetoric. The United
Nations must go further in condemning mem-
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ber nations and United Nations officials that
use anti-Semitic language. Additionally, the
United Nations should acknowledge the detri-
mental effects of anti-Israel resolutions and
work towards reducing their frequency.

| urge my colleagues to vote in favor of this
legislation and to remain committed to com-
bating the evil of anti-Semitism.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOP of Utah). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that
the House suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution, H. Res. 282.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

———
O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WALDEN of Oregon) at 6
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H. Con. Res. 44, by the yeas and nays;
and

H. Res. 282, by the yeas and nays.

———

RECOGNIZING HISTORICAL  SIG-
NIFICANCE OF THE MEXICAN
HOLIDAY OF CINCO DE MAYO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 44.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 44, on which
the yeas and nays are ordered.
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